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Washington June 27, 1971 
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THE PRESIDENT 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROM: Henry A. Kissinger^' 

SUBJECT; My June 26 Meeting With The North Vietnamese 



The North Vietnamese tabled a new nine-point proposal at the June 26 
meeting in response to the seven-point plan we had given them on May 31. 

They presented it as a "negotiating document" and countered every objection 
by stressing that it was subject to bargaining. It contains both negative and 
positive elements, but it is encouraging that they made a concrete rejoinder fo 
the first time in the negotiations and emphasized their willingness to 
negotiate on the basis of both our proposals and theirs. V/c agreed to study 
each other's propositions and meet again on July 12 when I will be coming 
through Paris on my way home from the Asian trip. 


After an exceptionally cordial reception, we were steered to a room that 
was arranged as a conference setting. For the first time we faced across 
a table instead of sitting around in easy chairs. Xuan Thuy opened with 
some pointed questions about our May 31 package, including the absence 
of political elements, the Indochina -wide application, neutrality for South 
Vietnam, and the nature of our quid pro quo for our setting a withdrawal 
deadline. Le Due Tho then made a lengthy, generalized statement about 
the history of negotiations and alleged allied military moves that had 
interfered with finding a negotiated settlement. Both men were very careful 
to avoid saying anything that suggested rejection of our proposal. And 
they adopted a conciliatory posture wherever I made a sharp reply. 


The Nine-Point Proposal 

Finally, after a tea break, when I said that I had nothing further to add and 
made clear that I was waiting to hear from thejn, they tabled their nine-point 
program (verbatim text at Tab A; brief analysis at Tab B; our May 31 
proposal at Tab C). 

The chief aspects of their proposal are fixed U.S. and allied withdrawals 
by December 31, 1971; agreement to release prisoners during withdrawals 

and complete the release by December 31 also; stopping of our support 
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for Thieu/Ky/Khiem so that there could be a new AdxmuistraUon to taLk 
tL PRO; an Indochina -wide solution with U.S. respect for the Geneva 
Accords and North Vietnamese cooperation with the parties concerne , 
ceasefire; and international supervision and guarantees. 

to counter-proposals and that we should meet again to negotiate further. The 
positive elements of their package include: 

-- For the first time in negotiations they produced a proposal in 
response to one of ours* 

- For the first time they presented their ideas as a negotiating documen 
rather than as a series of demands that had to be fulfilled. 

. 1 , _ 4»-vrVHHtW agreed to the release of 

-- Tney nave tor cue — r 3 

prisoners simultaneously with withdrawals rather than agreeing merely 
discuss this question 
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-- Also they said that Madame Binh wanted to see me or a “ ot ^ r 

high U. S. official. I. of course, sidestepped that one saying we had 
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.. Th-y probed half-heartedly whether POW release was all we 
wanted for a wfthdrawal deadline; I repeated that ceasefire and me omer 

parts were essential too. 
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'Seventh, I want to reiterateo^proposal^^ fay both 

release oTHTpriaonere of war i88U e should be settle 

aides throughout Indochina. If thia i, no t 4one, the men 

immediately on a humanitar rt f the settlement we are 

must to* released as an tntegraipartox . 

proposing in our final offer, we woux 
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progress. »• ''“^^"oor fiMl fropo..l. a. . 

We expect that you win 
structive spirit. 
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